Free State Fly Fishers Western Maryland Outing
When: Monday-Wednesday, May 6-9, 2019
Where: Western Maryland, Garrett County

Outing Coordinator: Gary Grey, garygrey74@amail.com; 443.795.1953 cell.

Overnight accommodations: two options exist: Motel (Casselman Inn) and Camping
(Big Run State Park).

e Motel: The Casselman Inn is located in Grantsville, MD very close to the
Casselman River. Web address: www.thecasselman.com. Phone:
301.895.5055. Please make your own reservations if you are staying at the
Casselman.

e Camping: Big Run State Park,
http://dnr2.maryland.gov/publiclands/Pages/western/bigrun.aspx. Big Run State
Park is located approximately 30 minutes from Grantsville, in the Savage River
State Forest, and next to Savage River Reservoir. Big Run State Park is a
relatively primitive campsite. It has composting toilets, but the well pump is out of
service. Water can be picked up at New Germany park on the way in (Big Run
Park is a sister park of New Germany, so camping in Big Run gets you access to
New Germany including water and hot showers). There are no hook-ups in the
campsites. There is no cell phone coverage at Big Run State Park. We will be
camping in the wooded lot section of Big Run State Park, not the open field area
next to the reservoir.

Meeting Time/Location and Directions for Car Pool or “Caravan”: We will meet
Monday morning, May 6 at 7AM at the “Park and Ride” on |-70 at exit 80 (Rt 32). The
Park and Ride is located on the North side of I-70. It is approximately a 3.5 hour drive
from Ft. Meade to Big Run State Park.

e Note: Thisis a trip where you may want to consider having your own vehicle
because there are multiple fishing locations (Casselman, North Branch
Barnum, North Branch Kitzmiller, Lower Savage fly fishing area, upper
Savage River, and the Youghiogheny River) and different people may want to
go to different places. Without multiple vehicles, you may not get to go where
you want to go.

e |If you plan to go, but are going on a different timetable, please let Gary know.
e Traveling: The campers will go directly to Big Run State Park because

reservations cannot be made at the Park so the campers need to arrive early
to claim sites. Those staying at the Casselman won’t have this restriction.


mailto:garygrey74@gmail.com
http://www.thecasselman.com/
http://dnr2.maryland.gov/publiclands/Pages/western/bigrun.aspx

Communication:

e Cell phones do not work in many of the areas we will be fishing in, so it will be
Important to agree to a meeting schedule (such as is described in “Meals”
section below) ahead of time. This will be worked out by the travelers shortly
before the trip.

e Gary will post the FSFF campsite numbers on bulletin board at the intersection of
Big Run Road and Savage River Road (the big grass field in the middle of the
park next to the reservoir with the composting toilet) so that latecomers and/or
folks staying at the Casselman Inn can find the campers.

Fishing Locations: As mentioned above, there are many places to fish. Big Run State
park is more or less centrally located between the Casselman, the North Branch at
Barnum, and the lower Savage fly fishing area. More information on fishing locations
will be provided at a later time. | will be fishing in Barnum, mid-afternoon-dark at least
one of the days, and traveling to and from Big Run State Park via Savage River Road
(around the reservoir). Anyone is free to ride with me or follow me if unfamiliar with the
area. The Casselman river and the lower Savage river are easy to find.

Trip Logistics and Fishing Information:

e Meals: If the group is split, ie, some are staying at the Casselman Inn and some
are camping at Big Run, a good possible plan would be to have one meal on
Monday at the Casselman Inn (an early dinner would be good, say 4:30 PM, thus
allowing time for fishing the evening hatches) and one meal at the campsites on
Tuesday (a picnic lunch would be good at Noon). These details will be finalized
by the travelers a day or two before the trip. Campers please bring your own
food. Note that the camping area is relatively remote, so you will want to have all
your supplies with you before you leave Grantsville. There used to be a little
country store, BJ’s, on the Upper Savage River near the campground, but | don’t
know if it is still in business.

e Weather: We will only go if there is very good weather. Many of these
rivers/creeks wash out and get too muddy to fish with over 1” of rainfall. We will
need good weather for two days before the trip (arriving on a sunny day to a high
muddy river is no fun) and good weather during the trip (keep water conditions
fishable plus camping in the rain is not much fun!).

Species of Interest: Trout
Equipment Needed: Fly Rods, 4wt/5wt.

Recommended Flies: Wooly Buggers, Muddler Minnows, Caddis, Griffin knat, hare’s
ear nymph, peacock nymph, and any other classical trout flys and nymphs.

License Required: Maryland State Fishing License with a Trout Stamp



Sign-up: The trip will be discussed at the May 1 FSFF meeting. Please email or call
Gary if you want to go. Let him know if you will be camping or staying at the Casselman
Inn.

Directions to Big Run State Park from the Casselman Inn (you can do this on Google
Maps):

The Casselman Inn,113 Main St, Grantsville, MD 21536

e Head east on US-40 ALT E/Main St/National Pike toward 1st St
Continue to follow US-40 ALT E/National Pike, gol1.8 mi
Turn right onto New Germany Rd, go 8.2 mi
Turn left onto Big Run Rd, go 5.0 mi
Arrive at “Tee” intersection of Big Run Rd and Savage River Rd, right at
the reservoir. This is the center of the park. We will not be camping in
this area of the park (open field), but we will utilize the message board
located in this area, next to the composting toilet, to communicate with
visitors (as cell phones are not dependable in this area).
e 10368 Savage River Rd, Swanton, MD 21561

Directions from Big Run State Park to Barnum, WV (North Branch, Potomac River).
This is on Google Maps. Directions:

Big Run State Park, 10368 Savage River Rd, Swanton, MD 21561
Head west on Savage River Rd toward Big Run Rd, go 2.2 mi
Turn left to stay on Savage River Rd, go 2.5 mi
Turn left to stay on Savage River Rd, go 6.1 mi
Turn left onto MD-135 E, Enter West Virginia, go 0.3 mi
Turn right onto WV-46 W, go 5.4 mi
Turn right onto Barnum Rd, go 0.2 mi
Turn left to stay on Barnum Rd, go 1.2 mi
e Arrive in Barnum, WV
Drive down to the big parking lot at the river.

Please do be safe out there as it is your responsibility to stay within your
capabilities and practice water safety at all time.



